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A POETICAL ESSAY. 



PART I. 

I 

TH E various powers by N a t u re *s hand combinM 
To fill with harmony the raptur*d mind ; 

Whofe forms, as difFrent luftre they impart, 

Or ftrike the fenfes, or eialt the heart. 

My daring Muse unfolds j—refblv'd to trace 

The glorious theme thro* ev'iy path of fpace ; 

Till borne aloft on Truth's triumphant wings 

Boldly me rife, and foaring as (he fings, 

By Fancy urg*d, fhe fljape her vent'rous flight 

To thofe bleft regions ofTui^ediedfelight, 

Where Beauty pours her niobkft, brighJteft ray, 

Amidft the loaniioiis of eternal 4^* 

B Daughters 
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2. BEAUTY^ 

Daughters of Albion ; ye vvhofe eyes difpenlc. 
The mildeft beams of virgin innocence, 
Whofe charnjs by all the Graces are defign'd, 
Each the fair emblem of a fairer mind, 
To you I dedicate this votive lay: — ► 
With kind applaufe the pleafing labour pay : 
Crown vj^ith yoiir myrtre wreaths my artlefs'lyrej 
Nor fcorn the numbers which yourfblves infpire:. 
So fliall my Muse the Poet's bay difclaim, 
Afjd prize your fnajles, bpyon.d. the. breath' of Fame* 

Come, facred Nature ! Nymph divinely bright!. 
Unfold thy profpedls to my eager fight. 

O'er flow'ry lawns, with theq, O, let me rove. 
And tread the devious labVinth of the grove, 
Come in the garb of fimple grandeur drefs*^, 
And by thy precepts form my docile breaftj. 
Clear ev*ry mift, and give my. eyes to fee, 
That Beauty only is derived froip thee«. 
Teach- me that ey*ry art in ev'ry age 
Is but a tran(cript jfiom. thy perfe& pagc> 

Where 
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Where imitation ever charms us moft, 
And the beft model, is the nobleft boafl. 

When the difcerning (bns of Greece and Rome 

Bent the proud arch, and fwell'd the ftately dome, 

E*er gothic ftrudures idly pleas*d the heart, 

With all- the nice perplexities of art, 

The glorious architeds reverM thy name^ 

And following Nature, ibund the road to fame. 

While Gallic artifts proud to fhine alone 

Amidft a new creation of their ow:n, 

Boaft too refin'd a tafte to fufFer thee 

To guide a riv'let, or to rear a tree ; 

But art, expence, and labour have combined. 

To draw th* attention of the triiling mind, 

That len|clcle crowds may view with ideot ftaife. 

The watry column, aiid the Ipruce parterre. 

Yettho* Le Notre bade on ev*ry fide 

The dazzling garden fpread its flowVy pride, ' 

While the unvaried lawn, and vifta'd ihade. 

In lines, and fquares were regularly laid j 

B 2 Tho* 
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Tho*^ proud Versailles, thro' tparWe fountains, plar 
Her tortiir'd waters to the face of day. 

Such fcenes, which only charm us by {urprize, 
O ! may I never view^ but to defpifib : 
My wandering footfteps rather deign to lead 
Thro' the dark foreft, or th' enaniel'd mead;, 
Where winding ftreams divide the verdant vale,, 
And artlcfs mufic floats in evVy gale. 

Ye Nymphs of Pindus ! who have ftill polTefs'd 
From earlieft infancy my rapti4.r*d bread. 
And thou, celeftial Fancy, ifi^tchlefs maid! 
Defcend propitious to your vot'ry i^id. 
Bear me to happier regions far away, ' , 
From whence Hyperion darts his ev*ning ray^ 

* ' 

Where B e au t y*s native form was ne*er defac'd 
By fervile ignorance, and barb'rous tafte. 
But thro' luxuriant fields, and fragrant graves^ 
la innocence the peaceful favage roves ^ 

« 

Where 
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Where lofty mountains-lift their- piny heads, 
Where its green lap the vaft iavannah fpreads. 
Or where the congregated waters fweep 
With foaming lapfe, dt>wn Niagara's fteep, 
Can all the pide of taflelefs artifts vie 
With objedi vaft ^ th$fe.! ~^ in Reafon's eye ? 
Where BeautI' ^^Usamidft-the fpacious plains, 
Drefs'd in her xicheft pomp, for Nature reigns. 

But fay, to fcenes of humbler grace unknown. 
Dwells Beauty with magnificence alone? 
And from Britannia's pleafing profpeds hurl'd. 
Deigns fhe alone to blefs. the wcftern w^rld? 
Not fo,T-her lovely form is here difplay'd 
In ev'ry leaf that fotms the. fummer |hade. 
And ev'iy blooming flower, that paints the vcrna. 

glade. J 

Who ftretch'd upon the green hill's breezy brow 
Can fee the various landfcape fpread below^ 

The 
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The village fpire — the wreathing fmoke afcend, 
The foreft wave, the thymy downs extend. 
The fliining river roll ks filver ftream 
Thro' woods, impervious to the folar beam. 
Or 'midft the meads in fmooth maeanders glide, 
While bending oziers ftoop to kifs the tide, 
Till in th' horizon faintly tiiig'd with blue, * 
The diftant mountains clofe the pleafing view, 
And not in ev'ry tint of Nature's hand. 
See Beauty's form, and own her mild»command ? 



•m 

When from the Eaft the glorious orb of day 
Pours on the burnifli'd clifFa golden ray^ 

■ ^ 

While pearly dew-drops, Iprinkled by the morn. 

Shine in the turf, or glitter 'on the thorn j 

When fplendid in meridian light array'd. 

His piercing beams the woodland gloom pervade, 
When wrap'd in mifty evening's Iilent reign, 
Th' encreafing darktiefs ftcals acrofs the plainj 



Or 
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Or when in virgin Hate, the Deliaji.Queen 
Drives her bright chariot thro' the blue ferene, 
While fcatterM round in fair confufion lie 
The inferior glories of the vaulted fky : 
When gently o'er the flow^er-empurpled vale, 
The vernal zephyrs breathe a genial gale^ 
When as fierce fummers fultry rays defcend, 
With blufhing fruit the loaded branches bend, 
When autumn crowns the hills with waving corn. 
And pours profufion from his twifted horn. 
While deepening {hade on fhade, the woods are feen 

From the full crimfbn, to the faded green : 
Gr when the trees their leafy honours yield, 
And'chearlefs ruflet clads the dreary field ; 
When the>cafcade by wintry fetters tied," 
Muft ceafe to murmur, and the flream to glide ; 
While blows the ftbrm, or falls the delug'd rain, 
Or fleecy fnows o*erfpread the whiten'd plain, 
And Nature, tho' her meanefi; garb (he wears, 
Majeftic cy'n in mifery appears. 



In 
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In ev'ry feafon, ev*ry hour, I trace 
Imperial Beauty ! thy tranfcendent grace ; 
Behold each fcene thy lovely form difplay, 
And wond'ring, own thy univerfal fway. 

Bleft is the youth ! on. whofc high-favour!d head 
The facred Nine thcif happy influence ihed ; 
Infpir'd by them, hia raptur*d eyes explore 
The choiceft objeifb of thy: channing ftore. 

For him their ihains the fyh^h warblers breathe. 
For him &ir Mai a twines .her flow'ry wreath. 
Fragrant for him the morning bree2^s ^bjibw, 
The poplar trembles, and the fountains flow^ 
Each charm of Nature ftrongly ftrikes his breaft, 

< 

And Beauty fhines fupreme> by young ey'd Fan 

drefs*d. 
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PART II. 



OF all that Nature's rural profpe<Ets yield, 
The chryftal fountain and the flowVy field, 
Enough, my Muse ! — the force of Beauty trace 
Now in each feature of the female face, 
For there (he boafts fuperior powers, that move 
The melting foul to extafy and love. 
O ! whifper to my heart, Aonia's choir, 
Harmonious numbers, and feraphic fire ! 
Refiftlels Queen of Faphos, aid my ftrain, 

With all the Loves and Graces in thy train. 
Ye fportive Nymphs, and laughing Pleafures join. 
Adorn each thought, and polifh ev*ry line. 
With iuch aififtance fhall my long rehearfe 

The faireft fubjed in the fweetefl verfe. 

Britannia! 
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r 

Britannia! happy land ! thy fea-girt coaft 
The tend'refl ornament of love can boaft : 

From other regions exilM, here alone 
Fair Delicacy rears her facred throne r 
Honor and Modesty her lineage claim, 
Her nurfe was Decency, her tutor Fame, 
Defire attends where'er her footfteps move. 
Unaltered blifs, and never-fading love. 
O! keep her rules for ever in your view, 
Ye Nymphs of Albion, for I fing to you r 
Tho' your bright charms can kindle fiercer flames 
Than thofe of fam'dCiRCASsiA's lovely dames. 
With fledfaft courie putfue her perfed plan, 
Whofe dictates pleafe us more than Beauty can. 
Let Gallia's funburn'd maids their cheeks incruft 
With the falle varniih of a crimfon duft i 
On.artificiallocksj which.towVing riie 
A monftroui pile, andifoem to threat the fkies. 
Let them, with tafte capricious, powder fpread. 
To ape, the honours of a hoajy head: 

So 
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So Caledonia's fir-crown'd hills appear, 
When big with fnow defcends th' inclement year : 
Let them, each foft endearment laid apart, 
With open impudence attack the heart : 
Form'd as you are each Beauty to difplay, 
And mock the painter's tint, and poet*s lay^ 
Ne'er may this modeft ornameht be loft. 
Your firft perfedion, and your faireft boaft. 

Which can your eyes with force refiftlefs arm. 
Point ev'ry glance, ahd double ev*ry charm. 
Ne'er Aiay your fldll fuch foreign arts employ, 
To raife that pafHon which they muft deftroy : 
Still let your ikins, with native luftre, (hew 

■ 

The white role, blended with its blu{hing foe ; 
Still let your hair, with unafFeded grace. 

In glofly ringlets decorate your face : 
With powers like thefe can pomp and fplendor vie. 
The fparkling di'mond, or the Tyrian dye I 
When youth and beauty deck the blooming maid^ 

The purple ilckens, and the di'monds fade. 

C 2 Adorn'd 
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AdornM wi^h charms that ev*ry art defpife^ 
Vidorious Love exults, and triumphs itx her eyesr 

« 

Not all the bloflbms Nature's fingers fling 
O'er the gay plains, when Zephyr breathes the fpring, 
Pleafe like the Nymph, whofe winning fmiles infpite 
Love's gentle flame, and kindle warm defire j 
Pale is each flower, and faded ev'ry green,^ 
If female Beauty heighten npt the fcene^. 
When newly form'd, and plac'd in Eden's fliade, . 
Our waking Sire the blufliing fields furvey'd. 
Awhile he view'd the land with fond delight, 
Awhile the fair creation charm'd his fight ; 

ft 

• « 

But foon the pleafing novelty was o'er, 

And foon the fair creation charm'd no more : 
Heaven faw the dull ftagnation of his breaft, 
And, pitying, fent him Eve, to make him bleft ; 
With her, diftrefs he rather wifli'd to fliare. 
Tq live by toil, and tafte the br^^d of care, 

Than 



re 
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Tlian witlrhis carelels limbs on rofes thrown. 
To prove the joys of Paradife alone : 

« 

With her thro' dreary waftes he chofe to go,. 
Friend to her grief, , and partner of her woe t 
Chear'd by the flame of love, the defart fmil'd, 
And more than Eden bloom'd.upon the wild. 

May thecurs'd wretch ! from female charms who roves 
To monftrous pleafures, and unfeemly loves ; 
Who from kind Nature's lucid fountain flies 

J 

To : the. polluted pools of guilty joys. 

Far from the focial haunts of man be driv*n. 

And left to. confcience, and avenging Heaven. 

Bvit hail ! ye favoured train ! fupremcjy blefl: 

With the rioh treaiiire of a feeling breafl:. 

Who fir'd; by transports, , exquifitely fine, " 

Submiflive kneel at Beauty's brighteft fhrine. 

Whether the fprightly virgin ckim your care, 

Or arm <l with majefty, the haugihtier fair, , 

Or 
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Or the fweet nymph, whole melting eyes proclaim 
Her bofom, Form'd for Love's imperial flame. 
Where as we gaze, the torch of young Defire 
Lights in our breads a fympathetic fire : 
Hail, happy train ! form*d only to receive 
The faireft joys the hand of Heaven can give, 
Joys, which alone th' exalted foul can prove, 
The burning extafies of mutual love. 

4 

Far from your paths be hate, and fell difdain, 
Pale jealoufy, and forrow's weeping train : 

To crown your hours, may love with friendfhip join. 
And fmiling peace her rofeate garlands twine, 
And every golden moment take its flight, 
Wing*d with foft eafe, and pregnant with delight. 
Till time proclaims their deftin'd period run. 
And death concludes the blifs which love begun. 



Ye ftoic tribe, who o*er the mind preflde 
With ufelefs fv^ay, and impotence of pride r 

Who 
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Who form, your empty rules, with childifli art,. 
To force each gen'rous pallion from the heart,, 
With eager zeal your air-built fchemcs purfue^ 
And talk of feelings which ye never knew : 
So may the wretch of lights and colours dream> 
Whofe eye-balls never drank the folar beam ;, 

Love fhall fuperior to your efF<»ts rife, 
Elude your laboursj and your toils de^ife : 

Love, whc^e fierce rays in every climate fhine. 
The Ardic Circle, or the fcorching Line : 
Infpir'd by Love, beneath the fpicy fhade. 
The am'rous Indian wooes the fable mkid: 
Love's- {acred power the frozen Zeiiiblianskrib)^ 
'Midft icy rocks, and mountains fdfih'd of fiidvir, 
For there his glowing beam with genial liglit 
Has piercM the gloom, and chear'd the polar night. 
Where eaftern luxury (thofe joys unknown 
Which fpring from mutual liberty alone,) 
Commits, relentlefs, to the Eunuch's carcj 
With> barb'roi^i dignity, th* imprifon'd fair, 

O'er 
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O'er the deferted fliores and barren plains, 
•Pale Tyranny in all her horrors reigns ; . 
No dauntlefs Patriots there the Defpot awe. 
His will is reafon, and his fentence law : 
While the mean ilavcs, a cruel, coward train, 
Bow to the rod, and kifs the galling chain : 
But where, with gentle fway. Love's friendly hand 
Has ftretch'd its influence o er a happy land, 
There in the fhade of each infpiring grove, 
By fcience led, the warbling Mufes rove ; 
There all the gen rous paffions fix their feat. 
And e/ry bofom burns with patriot heat. 
There manly courage dweUs, ingenuous Ihame, 
And Virtue's confcious worth, and Freedom's 

glorious flame. 
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PART III. 



Y 



E pleafing vifions, and fantaAic dreams, 
Ofhallow'd mountains, of poetic ftreams. 



And {liades for ev6r facred to the fong 
Of Graecian Phcebus, and the Thelpian throng, 
O! melt into the winds, nor longer Ipread 
Your fweet dehifions round" my raptur'd head: 
But thou, celeftial Truth, my prayer attend. 
And be my Muse, my Cuardian, and my Friend: 
While I from Fancy's fairy realms depart. 
To fearch t!ie noWef regions of the heart. 
Deign, heavenly Guide, my numbers to infpire. 
And wake to bolder ftrains the breathing lyre. 
The flow'ry landfcape, and the blooming fair. 
Bright as they are, no more demand my care, 

I> Dirca 
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Dired: my eyes from Nature's pleaflng roll, 
To read the moral Beauty of the fouL 
To trace her form by matter unconfin'd, 
Thro' each divine perfedion of the mind, 
And there behold her fovereign hand di(penfe, 
The powers of Mils to each attending fenfe. 

Say, if we roam where all the Graces lead. 
Thro' the cool thicket, or th' enamerd mead ? . . 
Tho' Nature in her vernal pride appear, 
Or laughing Summer deck the purple year, 

What /cenes of pleafure can the bofbm fhare 
Deform'd by paffion, or difturb'd by care ? 
Or what delightful hopes does love impart, 
When jaundic'd jealoufy infeds the heart ? 

'Tis in the mind that Beauty ftands confefs'd, 
In all the nobleft pride of glory drefs'd, 
Where virtue's rules the confcious bofom arm, 
There to our eyes flie fpreads her brighteft charm : 
There all her rays, with force colleded, fliine. 
Proclaim her worth, and fpeak her rgce divine. 

Ye 
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Ye fagee, who creation's depth explore^ 
And hang inceflant o'er the pleafihg lore, 
Who view the easth, in dated periods, run 
Her courfemyfterious round the central fun. 

Who view five difFrent orbs dired: their flight 
Round the fame chearing fount of heat and ligjit ;. 
Who nifhing. forward, urg'd by force divine,^ 
See diftant funs on diftant iyilems fhine. 
Till all the wifdom reasoning man- can boad,. 
Amidfi the boundlefs fields of fpace is lofti 
Vaft as it is ! does, this flupendous whole 
With half that wonder ftrike th* aftonifli'd foul ?. 
With, half that veneration fiiH the mind ? 
As thofe brave chiefs, the patrons of mankind,. 
Who mov*d by pity for the public weal, 
Defpis*d the tyrant's axe, the bigot's wheel, 
Repell'd the cruel force of factious hate, 
Or bravely fell, to fave a finking ftate ? 

Ye warrior kings ! Ambition's fav*rite train. 

Who- hunt felfe glory thro' th' embattled plain j 

D 2 Tlio' 
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Tho' varnifla'd Tpecioufly your martial rdge 
JBeams forth too brightly from th' hiftorian's page, 
Tho' lays divine record each impious name, 
And worlds misjudging, call th' oppreflion, fame ; 

The hoheft man, .from power at diftance plac'd, 
By freedom guarded, and by virtue grac'd, 
More true, rewards from reafoti's hand fliall find, 
Than ye, the:ftorms and earthquakes of mankind. 
Tho' half the globe, by terror drawn aiide, 
Scorn modeft merit, while they kneel to pride j 
Fair reafon dares afier t the fair pretence 
To cndlefs fame, of peaceful innocence. 

Will fnatch the wreath, from proud ambition's fword. 
And honor Shenstone more than Prussia's Lord. 
So when fome torrent, fwell'd by hafty rains. 
Rolls from the hills, and hides the neighb'ring plains, 
The meads around one liquid mirror lie, 

» 

A glorious obje(Sl to the ftranger's eye. 
But worthier praifes to the ftream belong, 
Which winds its waves the humbler vales among, 

Improves 
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ImproYCs the fields that grace its fedgy fides, 
And pours fair plenty where its current glides. 



O ! would the royal race but learn to know 
From what bleft fource their fiiture praife muft flow, 
EnroU'd with Titus in the lifts of fame 

« 

Succeeding times fiiould fanftify each name : 

The fmiles of freedom o'er a realm to fpread. 

To bid fair fcience lift her lovely head, 

To ftrike dread terror thro' the guilty breaft, 

To raife the humble, and relieve th' opprefs'd, 

With lenient hand to ftop the heart- felt figh. 

And wipe the tear from pale afHidion's eye, 

Thefe ! thefe are charms ! to which compar'd the globe. 

The crown, the fcepter, and the purple robe, 

The arm'd array, the courtier's idle ftate. 

And all the low ambition of the great, 

Meet with our childhood's toys an equal lot, 

■ 

A moment's tranfport, and the next forgot. 
Virtue alone, on adive wings, (hall rife 
From earth's mean pomp, and fcek her native fldcs : 

She 
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She of faperior luftre nobly proud. 
Contemns the fuffrage of the fickle croud, 
Mocks envy''s darts, and fcanHal's poisonous breath, 
Great, tho' defam'd, and eoncju'ror, ev'n in death. 



For freedom arm'd, onCHALGRAVE*s fatal plain, 
Lo I glorious Hampden numbered' with the flaih : 
O ! whiJe with mournful" fighs you view his tomb. 
Own him more bleft in that untrmety doom. 
Than impious Cromwell ; tho* his ftrongex fate 
Grac'd him with all the gorgeous pomp of ftate,^ 
Who, baie defcrter of his country's caufe,. 
Defpis'd her fenatesjj^^ and reversed her laws ;. 
Chang'd regal power for arbitrary fway. 
Fought to enflave, prote<3:ed to betray. 
And closed the horrid fcene of focial ftrife 
With the fed ofFring of his fov'reign*s life. 

Thrice happy train ! whom freeddm leads afar, 
To hurl on foreign foes the bolts of war: 

Rancour 
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Rancour to you fliall ne"'er impute the guilt 
Of royal blood, in civil difcord fpilt. 

But the vidorious band fhall juftly claim 

The wreath of glory, and immortal fame; 

While on the youthful warrior's fatal bier 

His forrowing country pours the penfive tear : 

Secure thofe chiefs of honor's lading meed, 

Who fight like Gran BY, or hke Wolfe who bleed. 

Are there fo mean, who boaft of worth that fprings 
From venal ftatefmen, and deluded kings ? 
Who without blufhing own, their hands have fold 
Their fame, their truth, their h'berty for gold ? 
Who break each tye of public, private life. 
For founding titles, or a portion'd wife, 
Proud on their breads a glitt'ring mark to bear 
Which honor hates, and \^irtue fcoms to wear : 
Tho' the mifdeeming vulgar's dazzled fight 
Awhile may blefs thefe meteors fpurious light. 
Short is their joy ! — let fortune hide her head 
Such pride is tarnifh'd, and fuch glory fled : 

While 
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While that unfading wcxrth, which builds alone 
On Virtue's folid bafe, a lafting throne, 
And, by no random cenfures kept in awe, 
Is'clear'd by Conscience, and by Virtue's law j 
On fortune's fmiles can look with coolnefs down. 
Can bear, without a pang, her keeneft frown : 
The threats of want, of death, unmov'd can hear> 
And fearing God, difclaim all other fear. 
Shine forth alike, opprefs'd, or grac'd by power, 
la courts, in camps, in exile, or the tower. 

\ 

\ . * 

Thus far, O Bbauty ! has my daring tongue. 
In humble lays, thy various merits fung : 
Still as the theme, impetuous I purfue. 
The fleeting goal flics farther from my view; 

Ev'n in thebreaft by virtue's dictates arm^cj, 
Thy light is fickly, and thy fhape deform'd ; 
The ftormypaflions.all t^ieir rage employ 
To cloud thflt.luftre.wHch they can't deftroy. 
Then Wisdom, come! unfold thy myftic page^ 
Rich with the fpoils of er'tj clime, and age, 

Thy 
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Thy aweful volume let my eyes -explore, 
Till vanquifhM Nature yield up all her (lore; 
And thou, Morality, whofe facred art 
By virtuous precepts forms the human heart, 
Teach me whate'er experience yet has found. 
In all its curious, fearch, and ample round i 
And (hew my wav*ring mind a certain courfe 
To trace bright Beauty to her perfeft fource. 
In vain you try to folve the thorny maze, 

And guide my feet thro* error's devious wiays, 
Loft and' bewildered midft her paths I rove, 

Uncertain how to turn, or where to move* 
But from the regions of celeftial day, 

Beh^d ! a form etherial wings her way ! 
Meek-eye'd Religion, hail ! — for well I know 
Thy mild demeanor, and thy placid brow. 
'Tis thine alone the wandering thought to bring 
To fair perfedlion's bright, unfully*d ipring: 
*Tis thine, with firm, tho' roodeft look, to gaze 
Upon th' empyreal heav*n, aiid fapphire blaze. 

E But 
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But hold, my MosE^. nor fafiily- thus- af^iw,- .; 



With verfe fb mean, to jom tK* angelic choir^ : .' . j 



•\ -> 



" ft * 



Who glorify in 'cearelefs'-Aratris «bove. 

The FiRsV Great CAtjSS'or* harmony' ahid love j •' 



f • 



The awftlpraifesof w^i6fe'HALL6w^i>^K^ .' -V 



..<' 



No heart c^ri image,' -and niftongac-protlaiih^' *^" '^'^ 



i.^'.A 



O t 



Enough for thee his glorious Workis to f race • 
In earth," 'airia fkie^, andman's hnperki race 3 
To view in tfv*r)r cli&e, and ev'ry hour, - '' '^ :;./// nl 

• • - - ^ 

Th' OMNIPOTENT, and o mwip^^-se^t. Power, -^ T ■ \ 
To fee all f^\r^t^h chatrms derivethtSrifeirde -•- :>.! 
From this'E'rt'lft^^vwiVEiisALSbcfReie,! r?-"ir:D.;'J 
And in myfterious filence wrap*d, to' own ^* ■ ' -^ '.^ 
That BEAUTVVp'erfeA gracfe js Found {vCnm iy%l>«l 



• i • r » r 



"»> 



::\ 05 ^3,' K-lfl.Lcjrri \ .\i ^n:i[i i\.:jt ,•::•;.:,• JT* 









t . 






y 



- 'J- 



